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with, for forestry officials and stake-
holders across the country. Tackling
this problem has become a collabo-
rative and holistic national policy ef-
fort, and the policy proposals we have
produced are reflective of this fact.
They are also bipartisan.

But, Mr. Speaker, we can’t let this
just be a rhetorical exercise. We are
united in demanding Congress do some-
thing. This Chamber has the knowledge
and aptitude to deliver policy solu-
tions. Now we need the political will to
turn that knowledge into congressional
action. Only then will huge portions of
the country finally see some relief
from these disasters.

When your home is on fire, it is
straightforward, it is a nonpartisan
issue. You call the fire department, and
after the problem is dealt with, you
make sure that you eliminate what
caused the fire so that you don’t see it
again.

Mr. Speaker, our Nation was on fire
this year, and I demand that we, as this
Chamber, unite in the same spirit of
decisive problem solving as we do for
our natural disasters. Let’s put these
fires out, and then let’s stop the brunt
for next year’s fires before they start.

In my four terms as a Congressman
from Arizona, I have had to witness the
largest catastrophic fire in Arizona his-
tory, and also the most catastrophic
life-taking, the Yarnell fire. The first
was the Wild Well fire in northeast Ari-
zona, and the second was the Yarnell
fire that is now in the movie theaters
that took the lives of 19 firefighters.
That is a travesty.

This is something that gives when it
is managed right. The people back
home know the right answer. Let’s give
them the tools, the working power, and
the policy that allows them, instead of
being victims, to be stalwart solutions
for a policy that gives back.

As the gentleman from Arkansas
said, as Teddy Roosevelt said: Leave
our natural resources better than we
found them.

Mr. Speaker, the speakers tonight
shared their stories. We want America
to hear those loud and clear. These are
natural disasters no different than hur-
ricanes, but these, in one case, are dif-
ferent. They are manmade.

Let’s bring this commonsense policy
that Mr. WESTERMAN has put forward.
He is a true advocate and smart in re-
gards to those reforms; that is why we
want to make sure that H.R. 2936 gets
moved through this Chamber, and then
put the onus back on the Senate, so
that we actually reward the people for
good policy and making sure that the
victims are turned upside down and
made stalwart solution makers.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

COMMEMORATING THE 100TH
BIRTHDAY OF FANNIE LOU HAMER

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KusTOFF of Tennessee). Under the
Speaker’s announced policy of January
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3, 2017, the Chair recognizes the gen-
tleman from Mississippi (Mr. THOMP-
SON) for 30 minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr.
Speaker, tonight, I am privileged to
rise in support of recognizing a true
hero in not only the State of Mis-
sissippi, but this country as a whole.
Her name is Fannie Lou Hamer. Fannie
Lou Hamer will be 100 years old this
week. I am happy to say that part of
who I am can be attributed to my asso-
ciation with Ms. Hamer.

Mr. Speaker, before I get into my
message, I would like to yield to the
gentlewoman from New Jersey (Mrs.
WATSON COLEMAN).

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr.
Speaker, I want to thank my colleague
and my friend, Mr. BENNIE THOMPSON,
for organizing this important Special
Order hour honoring his fellow Mis-
sissippian, Ms. Fannie Lou Hamer.

Yesterday, Cosmopolitan published
an article written by Zerlina Maxwell,
aptly titled ‘“Trust Black Women.” In
the article, Maxwell, a fellow New
Jerseyian, quoted her colleague, who
said: ‘“‘Black women have been a part of
every great movement that has hap-
pened in this country. We always show
up.”

Tonight, we celebrate the birth of
Fannie Lou Hamer, a black woman
who, like many of us, always showed
up. In 1964, Fannie Lou Hamer showed
up at the Democratic National Conven-
tion to speak on behalf of the Mis-
sissippi Freedom Democratic Party and
highlight the hurdles, both physical
and political, that were preventing
Blacks in the South from showing up
at the ballot box.

During her testimony, she recounted
her 26-mile journey to Indianola, Mis-
sissippi, to register to vote at the coun-
ty courthouse where seven other men
and women were looking to do the
same. On the way, they encountered
coordinated opposition from local and
State law enforcement and men and
women who sought to deter them from
exercising their right to vote.

Upon returning home, Fannie Lou
Hamer found that she had been fired
from her job. According to The New
York Times, she said: ‘“They kicked me
off the plantation; they set me free. It
is the best thing that could happen.
Now I can work for my people.”

That same year, Fannie Lou Hamer
ran for Congress as a candidate from
Mississippi’s Second Congressional Dis-
trict. And even in her defeat, Ms.
Hamer continued to show up and work
for her people.

In 2014, 50 years after her testimony
and her run for Congress, residents in
New Jersey’s 12th Congressional Dis-
trict elected me, the State’s first ever
African-American woman to represent
them here in the House of Representa-
tives.

During my freshman term, I joined
my two amazing colleagues, Represent-
ative ROBIN KELLY of Illinois and Rep-
resentative YVETTE CLARKEe of New
York, to form the first ever Congres-
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sional Caucus on Black Women and
Girls, a body of elected officials who
work to ensure that Congress shows up
for us.

And in 2016, I stood at the Demo-
cratic National Convention, standing
on the shoulders of Ms. Hamer’s legacy,
and proudly told America that this Na-
tion is stronger when everyone has a
chance to succeed.

Ms. Hamer would beam with pride
knowing that my colleagues and I con-
tinue to beat back hurdles placed at
the feet of minorities and the poor that
restrict their access to the vote.

Ms. Hamer, however, would be very
sad to know that, instead of being fired
for trying to exercise the right to vote,
they change polling places or amend
requirements for valid identification.
It is the same game, she would recog-
nize, it is just different tactics.

I am honored to stand here to honor
the birthday of Ms. Fannie Lou Hamer,
walk alongside her footsteps of great-
ness and, like she so often did, lift as I
climb. We as women, and women of
color, have to be the standard bearers
we have been and continue to be. We
have always and will continue to fight
for what is right and what is necessary,
even if we must do this alone.

As we battle back against the racism,
the sexism, and the bigotry that
runneth over in this administration,
we must always be awake, alert, and to
show up.

Today, in honoring the birthday of
Fannie Lou Hamer, we simultaneously
celebrate the strength of women, the
ways we can encourage one another to
be our sisters’ keepers, and continue to
build a future for the next generation
of women ready and waiting to show up
and to lead.

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr.
Speaker, I will tell the gentlewoman
from New Jersey that I had the oppor-
tunity to meet Ms. Hamer as a young
college student at Tougaloo College.
Facts about it, one of the first cam-
paigns I worked on as a college student
was Ms. Hamer’s campaign for Con-
gress, even though, as the gentle-
woman indicated, she lost. But I now
represent the Second District of Mis-
sissippi, and it was Ms. Hamer’s spirit
that still lives on.

In Sunflower County, Mississippi, the
majority of the population is African
American. At the time she registered
to vote, we had no African Americans
elected officials in Sunflower County. I
am happy to report to you now that
the sheriff is African American; the
chancery clerk, the circuit clerk, four
of the five county supervisors are Afri-
can American; so Ms. Hamer’s work
has not been in vain.

As you also indicated, the Devil is
busy creating tricks to disenfranchise
people—voter ID, closing voting polls,
making it more difficult for people in
rural areas to get to the polls to vote,
especially in areas where you don’t
have public transportation.

So, Ms. Hamer’s 100th birthday
should be spent rededicating ourselves
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to her legacy. One of the things that
everyone loves to quote is Ms. Hamer’s
words that she is ‘‘sick and tired of
being sick and tired.”” Well, that goes a
long way, especially given the adminis-
tration we are being challenged with
here in Washington now. Hopefully,
Ms. Hamer’s spirit will live on.

Congresswoman KAREN BASS and my-
self visited Ms. Hamer’s grave this past
Saturday in Ruleville, Mississippi, and
it was very touching. The community,
in her death, has really embraced not
only she, but her husband, Pat, and
created a monument downtown
Ruleville to her memory.

When I was a freshman Member of
this body, I named the post office in
Ruleville, Mississippi, after Ms. Hamer,
and I am happy to say that the mayor
of Ruleville, Mississippi, now is an Af-
rican-American female.

So Ms. Hamer’s legacy, her involve-
ment with SNCC, her involvement with
the Mississippi Freedom Democratic
Party, all those things have made not
just Mississippi, but this country a bet-
ter place—affordable housing, all those
things that she wanted, access to not
only healthcare, but access to afford-
able healthcare, many of those items
she talked about.

As a Christian woman, she believed
in nonviolence, but she also believed in
direct action. She was assaulted in the
Winona, Mississippi, jail for advocating
the right to vote.

0O 2015

In spite of what she encountered, she
served as a shining example of what a
truly committed individual can accom-
plish.

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. I
yield to the gentlewoman from New
Jersey.

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr.
Speaker, I did not ever have the pleas-
ure and honor of meeting her in person,
but I remember watching television
during that Democratic National Con-
vention, which was taking place in my
home State in the great city of Atlan-
tic City.

I remember the conscious bearing en-
ergy that evolved around all of that ac-
tivity, and it made me very proud. And
I would say that, indeed, Fannie Lou
Hamer’s work has not gone, has not
been in vain. But she also is smiling
down knowing that what she started,
you are continuing on, and that you
are serving in the very district that she
loved enough to fight for way back
when.

It is my honor to know you, and to
know that you have been touched by
her. So that means that with less than
6 degrees of separation, I have been
touched by her, and that is my bless-
ing.

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr.
Speaker, I would also like to say to the
gentlewoman that that 1964 Atlantic
City Democratic National Convention
set the tone for opening up the Demo-
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cratic Party to people of all races and
colors because Mrs. Hamer challenged
the all-White makeup of the Mis-
sissippi delegation by saying Black
people couldn’t participate. They were
systematically excluded from the se-
lection process, and she appealed to
that convention to do better.

I am happy, as you know, to report
that the convention heard Mrs. Hamer
and decided that an all-White delega-
tion from the State with the highest
percentage of African Americans in the
country could not be justified. So the
delegation was not only integrated at
the convention, but, for a time, we
shared the chairmanships of the party.
We had a co-chair that was White and
a co-chair that was African American.
So Mrs. Hamer’s spirit still lives on.

One of the real issues that really
touches most of our hearts is that she
was a very humble person. She had the
kind of spirit in her delivery that you
just had to pay attention to. She had
the aura when she walked in a room
that whatever you were doing, you had
to stop and pay attention to this very
simple person who came in. But every
time she opened her mouth, something
very prophetic would come out.

So for a lot of individuals who think
that Fannie Lou Hamer’s time has
come and gone, I think it is fitting and
proper that at this 100th birthday cele-
bration, we recommit ourselves to
many of the things that Mrs. Hamer
stood for: inclusion; not leaving people
out because they don’t live in the big
house on the hill; to make sure that
our children receive the best education
possible. All of those things Mrs.
Hamer was noted for.

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. I
yield to the gentlewoman from New
Jersey.

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr.
Speaker, I think it is vitally important
on this 100th anniversary of Ms.
Hamer’s birth to also recognize that we
are still fighting for the unfettered ac-
cess to the vote, and that here in Con-
gress, we have the opportunity to
eliminate barriers and to fix the prob-
lems with the Civil Rights Act that
just negatively impacts access and un-
fettered access to voting. There are
just so many fundamental things that
we could be doing today that honor the
work that she did and that she gave her
life’s work to.

In closing for me, I want to just say
that I thank the gentleman so very
much for doing this because I know
that there are people who listen to
these moments of Special Orders hours
on C-SPAN, or catch it in some other
form. It is important for our commu-
nities to recognize just how significant
this woman’s role was in ensuring that
they have the access to the things that
they have access to today, and to de-
mand their right to vote, and to exer-
cise that right to vote every chance
they get.

I am very grateful for the gentleman
carrying this message this evening.
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentlewoman for
the very kind comments. But to talk
about Mrs. Hamer and her work is
easy. It speaks for itself. I am very
privileged, as I indicated, to have
known her, to have participated in a
number of meetings.

One of the other things that I real-
ized, she didn’t—as we used to say,
there were no big Is and little yous.
She saw everyone the same. It didn’t
matter whether you belonged to the
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Com-
mittee, or the Black Panther Party, or
the Deacons for Defense and Justice.
You still had room at the table under
Mrs. Hamer’s tutelage. Many of us are
privileged to have known her in that
way, and we try to pattern our lives
after her.

The National Council of Negro
Women really worked very hard with
Mrs. Hamer in producing affordable
housing and to making sure that farm-
ers cooperatives could be developed in
the Mississippi Delta. Because as some
would choose to forget, Mrs. Hamer
was put off the plantation that she
lived on because she was encouraging
people to register and vote.

But those were the times that we all
lived in, and we saw it. When I ran for
Congress, there were people who
worked on farms who were required to
work overtime so that they couldn’t go
to the polls before they closed. So
there are a lot of things that we saw
during Mrs. Hamer’s time. The tricks
are still being played.

So it is in the spirit of Fannie Lou
that we pay tribute tonight to her. It is
in that spirit of Fannie Lou that we
wish her a happy 100th birthday. But it
is also in her spirit that, as they say in
South Africa, ‘‘the struggle con-
tinues,” “‘a luta continua.”’

I know in the Congressional Black
Caucus we call ourselves the con-
science of Congress. We have to be. If
we don’t speak up for many of the peo-
ple that Mrs. Hamer loved the most,
who will? We were sent here to care for
the opposition on behalf of the people
who can’t afford to hire lobbyists; on
behalf of the people who can’t get on a
plane and fly to Washington and talk
to their congressperson; on behalf of
the little child who not only is strug-
gling to get into the Head Start pro-
gram, but whose parents are having a
hard time.

So our representation as members of
the Congressional Black Caucus is
predicated on many of the things that
Mrs. Hamer stood for in her lifetime.
We can’t ever forget her spirit. We
can’t ever forget her energy. And even
though we have the opportunity as
Members of Congress to meet people
from all over the world, one of the
things that she used to say is: ‘“You
know, I walked among Kkings, but I
have always kept the common touch.”

It is in that spirit that I appreciate
the gentlewoman helping me carry
forth this time for Mrs. Hamer as she
celebrates here 100th birthday. If the
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gentlewoman has some closing com-
ments or something she would like to
add, I yield to the gentlewoman from
New Jersey (Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN).

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentleman for
yielding.

I would just like to note that there
was an amazing demonstration of peo-
ple in front of the Supreme Court de-
manding that we do something about
gerrymandering because that is an-
other way of negatively impacting the
impact of one man and one vote.

So it is, again, fitting to be honoring
this woman who gave her life’s work to
ensuring that everybody who was eligi-
ble to vote was given the right to vote;
to eliminate any obstacles that were
placed in their way so that we could
open up opportunities to elect people
who would be fair in the policies that
are important; to ensure that there is
equality of opportunity in this country
for all people, predicated upon their
ability to do the intellect and their
willingness to work hard, therefore,
the content of their character versus
the color of their skin. So it is indeed
an honor to have shared this moment
with you. Thank you for the invitation.

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi.
Thank you very much Mrs. WATSON
COLEMAN for your participation.

The last point I would like to make
is, in Mrs. Hamer’s day, it was poll tax.
It was: How many bubbles are in a bar
of soap? How many grains of sand are
on the beach?

Now it is moving the polls in the in-
terest of saving money, but you are
disenfranchising people who don’t have
the ability to go further. It is the ger-
rymandering of districts so that you
have the richest people in an area in
the same district as the poorest people
in that area. There are no real commu-
nities of interest.

If T am worried about paying the
light bill or the rent, then there is a
great possibility that I won’t go vote.
But if I own a house and own a car and
know where my next meal is coming
from, I will go vote. So we have what
we call communities of interest, and
Mrs. Hamer talked about that.

So, again, we wanted to make sure
that this week did not go by without
giving Mrs. Hamer her due recognition
for her 100th birthday. There will be a
lot of other activities after this Special
Order hour in memory of Mrs. Hamer.

We have a movie that will be pro-
duced talking about her life and legacy
and her contribution to this great
country of ours. I look forward to that
as well as making sure that our chil-
dren and grandchildren understand who
this great woman was and what she
meant to this country of ours and so
many of us who pattern after her. So,
again, thank you very much.

Mr. Speaker, | rise to call attention to Presi-
dent Trump’s lack of concern for the thou-
sands of Americans affected by the hurricanes
throughout the U.S. and most recently in the
U.S. Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico, which
has reminded us of the devastation Hurricane
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Katrina caused. Instead of showing compas-
sion to those suffering, the president and his
administration have condemned African-Amer-
ican athletes and a Black, female sports com-
mentator for exercising their constitutional right
to protest and voice their opinions.

Today, | stand with the athletes who choose
to take a knee during the national anthem and
those who speak out fighting against racial in-
equality that still persists throughout this coun-
try.

| suggest President Trump spends less time
tweeting discriminatory comments and more
time focusing on the issues of our country.

Tonight, | recognize a civil rights hero
whose work is no small part of the reason |
and many other African-American members of
Congress are able to stand before you today.

Ms. Fannie Lou Hamer was born in 1917 in
Montgomery County, Mississippi. During the
civil rights era, Ms. Hamer, at the age of just
6-years-old joined her family picking cotton on
the plantation of W.D. Marlow in Sunflower
County, Mississippi.

Though, she began to pick cotton at a
young age, Ms. Hamer was able to complete
many years in school learning how to read
and write, which helped her serve hundreds of
African-Americans throughout her life.

In the 1960s, Ms. Hamer joined the Student
Non-Violent Coordinating Committee, an orga-
nization providing African-Americans the op-
portunity to register to vote. Ms. Hamer taught
Black Mississippians how to read and write in
order for them to pass discriminatory literacy
tests designed to prevent Black Americans
from registering to vote.

In 1962, Ms. Hamer along with 17 Black
Mississippians traveled by bus from Ruleville,
Mississippi, to Indianola, Mississippi, to reg-
ister to vote. Upon arrival, the group was
blocked from entry by local law enforcement.
But, Ms. Hamer and one of her fellow trav-
elers were able to fill out a voter application
and take the literacy test, but due to discrimi-
nation the two were unable to register. This
did not deter Ms. Hamer’s passion and willing-
ness to fight racism throughout Mississippi.

On the group’s way back to Ruleville, the
bus was stopped by local police officers and
the driver was arrested. In that very moment
of racism and trail, Ms. Hamer began to sing
Negro spirituals leaving a clear message to
her oppressors that she would never give up.

Her leadership was a beacon of hope for so
many Black Mississippians that in 1964, Ms.
Hamer ran for Congress to represent Mis-
sissippi’s Second Congressional District as a
Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party can-
didate, a party which she founded to promote
equal rights for African-Americans in Mis-
sissippi.

During the 1960s, very few women espe-
cially women of color threw their hat into the
ring for a Congressional bid. Her willingness to
run in Mississippi at that time was and con-
tinues to be a powerful act in itself. Though
she was unsuccessful, her speeches, mes-
sages and visits to African-Americans around
the state resonated.

Ms. Hamer provided inspiration for me to
work for the Student Non-Violent Coordinating
Committee, while | attended Tougaloo College
continuing Ms. Hamer’'s work to get African-
Americans across Mississippi registered to
vote. | remember volunteering for Ms. Hamer’s
Congressional campaign and getting inspired
to serve the people of Mississippi. Today, |
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represent Mississippi’'s Second Congressional
District, and | cannot help but think that Ms.
Hamer is smiling down on me. Her courage
and brilliance is one of the reasons | stand on
this floor today.

| am honored to be able to give time to
honor a legend and civil rights icon. Ms.
Fannie Lou Hamer’s legacy will forever live
on, and | stand here today along with my col-
leagues to pay homage to a true hero.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members have 5 legislative days to
revise and extend their remarks on my
Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Mississippi?

There was no objection.

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr.
Speaker, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Ms. FUDGE. Mr. Speaker, let me first begin
by thanking my friend and colleague Rep.
BENNIE THOMPSON for leading today’s effort in
honoring the life and legacy of Fannie Lou
Hamer. October 6th marks the 100th anniver-
sary of her birth in Montgomery County, Mis-
sissippi.

An honorary member of Delta Sigma Theta,
Fannie Lou Hamer dedicated her life to the
fight for civil rights. Born in 1917, she was the
daughter of sharecroppers and the youngest
of 20 siblings. By the age of six, she was
helping her family in the cotton fields.

Fannie Lou Hamer was a woman of cour-
age. She used her voice to raise awareness
about the plight of African Americans in the
Mississippi Delta. She was a woman of
strength who was able to channel the injus-
tices committed against her into activism.

Working for the Student Nonviolent Coordi-
nating Committee, Hamer helped African
Americans register to vote and worked to end
segregation.

After attempting to register to vote herself in
August 1962, Hamer lost her job and was
kicked out of her home. The following year,
she and fellow activists returning from a train-
ing workshop were unjustly jailed and severely
beaten. While the beating left permanent dam-
age, the officers were later acquitted by an all-
white jury.

Hamer was also a trailblazing political activ-
ist. She helped to found the Mississippi Free-
dom Democratic Party and the National Wom-
en’s Political Caucus. She almost derailed the
re-election of President Lyndon Johnson and
changed the Democratic Party’s delegate se-
lection process. In 1968, she would become
the first African American to serve as an offi-
cial delegate at a national-party convention
since Reconstruction and the first woman ever
from Mississippi.

Although unsuccessful in her bids for elect-
ed office, Hamer remained committed to vot-
ing rights and antipoverty efforts. She filed a
lawsuit to push forward desegregation efforts
in local schools, led the cotton pickers resist-
ance movement and helped to bring a Head
Start program to her community.

Fannie Lou Hamer’s contributions to the
American Civil Rights movement and our na-
tion are undeniable. As then UN Ambassador
Andrew Young eulogized at her funeral, “None
of us would be where we are now had she not
been there then.” His words still ring true 40
years later.
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HOUSE BILLS AND JOINT RESOLU-
TION APPROVED BY THE PRESI-
DENT

The President notified the Clerk of
the House that on the following dates
he had approved and signed bills and a
joint resolution of the following titles:

August 2, 2017:

H.R. 3364. An Act to provide congressional
review and to counter aggression by the Gov-
ernments of Iran, the Russian Federation,
and North Korea, and for other purposes.

August 4, 2017:

H.R. 3298. An Act to authorize the Capitol
Police Board to make payments from the
United States Capitol Police Memorial Fund
to employees of the United States Capitol
Police who have sustained serious line-of-
duty injuries, and for other purposes.

August 16, 2017:

H.R. 2210. An Act to designate the commu-
nity living center of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs in Butler Township, Butler
County, Pennsylvania, as the ‘‘Sergeant Jo-
seph George Kusick VA Community Living
Center”.

H.R. 3218. An Act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to make certain improvements
in the laws administered by the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs, and for other purposes.

August 18, 2017:

H.R. 374. An Act to remove the sunset pro-
vision of section 203 of Public Law 105-384,
and for other purposes.

H.R. 510. An Act to establish a system for
integration of Rapid DNA instruments for
use by law enforcement to reduce violent
crime and reduce the current DNA analysis
backlog.

H.R. 873. An Act to authorize the Global
War on Terror Memorial Foundation to es-
tablish the National Global War on Ter-
rorism Memorial as a commemorative work
in the District of Columbia, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 2430. An Act to amend the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to revise and
extend the user-fee programs for prescription
drugs, medical devices, generic drugs, and
biosimilar biological products, and for other
purposes.

August 22, 2017:

H.J. Res. 76. A joint resolution granting
the consent and approval of Congress for the
Commonwealth of Virginia, the State of
Maryland, and the District of Columbia to
enter into a compact relating to the estab-
lishment of the Washington Metrorail Safety
Commission.

H.R. 339. An Act to amend Public Law 94—
241 with respect to the Northern Mariana Is-
lands.

August 23, 2017:

H.R. 2288. An Act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to reform the rights and proc-
esses relating to appeals of decisions regard-
ing claims for benefits under the laws admin-
istered by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs,
and for other purposes.
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September 8, 2017:

H.R. 601. An Act making continuing appro-
priations for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2018, and for other purposes.

September 12, 2017:

H.R. 3732. An Act to amend section 1113 of
the Social Security Act to provide authority
for increased fiscal year 2017 and 2018 pay-
ments for temporary assistance to United
States citizens returned from foreign coun-
tries.

September 15, 2017:

H.R. 624. An Act to restrict the inclusion of
social security account numbers on Federal
documents sent by mail, and for other pur-
poses.

September 27, 2017:

H.R. 3110. An Act to amend the Financial
Stability Act of 2010 to modify the term of
the independent member of the Financial
Stability Oversight Council.

September 29, 2017:

H.R. 3819. An Act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to extend certain expiring pro-
visions of law administered by the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs, and for other purposes.

H.R. 3823. An Act to amend title 49, United
States Code, to extend authorizations for the
airport improvement program, to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend the
funding and expenditure authority of the
Airport and Airway Trust Fund, to provide
disaster tax relief, and for other purposes.

————

SENATE BILLS AND JOINT RESO-
LUTION APPROVED BY THE
PRESIDENT

The President notified the Clerk of
the House that on the following dates
he had approved and signed bills and a
joint resolution, of the Senate of the
following titles:

August 12, 2017:

S. 114. An Act to authorize appropriations
and to appropriate amounts for the Veterans
Choice Program of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, to improve hiring authorities
of the Department, to authorize major med-
ical facility leases, and for other purposes.

September 14, 2017:

S.J. Res. 49. A joint resolution condemning
the violence and domestic terrorist attack
that took place during events between Au-
gust 11 and August 12, 2017, in Charlottes-
ville, Virginia, recognizing the first respond-
ers who lost their lives while monitoring the
events, offering deepest condolences to the
families and friends of those individuals who
were Kkilled and deepest sympathies and sup-
port to those individuals who were injured
by the violence, expressing support for the
Charlottesville community, rejecting White
nationalists, White supremacists, the Ku
Klux Klan, neo-Nazis, and other hate groups,
and urging the President and the President’s
Cabinet to use all available resources to ad-
dress the threats posed by those groups.
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September 15, 2017:

S. 1616. An Act to award the Congressional
Gold Medal to Bob Dole, in recognition for
his service to the nation as a soldier, legis-
lator, and statesman.

September 29, 2017:

S. 1866. An Act to provide the Secretary of
Education with waiver authority for the re-
allocation rules and authority to extend the
deadline by which funds have to be reallo-
cated in the campus-based aid programs
under the Higher Education Act of 1965 due
to Hurricane Harvey, Hurricane Irma, and
Hurricane Maria, to provide equitable serv-
ices to children and teachers in private
schools, and for other purposes.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Ms. ROSEN (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today and tomorrow on ac-
count of work in district relating to
tragic shooting in Las Vegas.

———————

SENATE BILL REFERRED

A Dbill of the Senate of the following
title was taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. 396. An act to make technical amend-
ments to certain marine fish conservation
statutes, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources.

———

BILL PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported that on September 28, 2017,
she presented to the President of the
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bill:

H.R. 3819. To amend title 38, United States
Code, to extend certain expiring provisions
of law administered by the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs, and for other purposes.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr.
Speaker, I move that the House do now
adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 28 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Wednesday, October 4, 2017, at 10 a.m.
for morning-hour debate.

EXPENDITURE REPORTS CONCERNING OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL

Reports concerning the foreign currencies and U.S. dollars utilized for Official Foreign Travel during the first, second,
and third quarters of 2017, pursuant to Public Law 95-384, are as follows:

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, DELEGATION TO CANADA, EXPENDED BETWEEN SEPT. 14 AND SEPT. 16, 2017

Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or U.S. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.
currency ? currency? currency? currency 2
Hon. Bill Huizenga 9/14 9/16  Canada 739.00 739.00
Hon. Jeff Duncan .. 9/14 9/16  Canada 739.00 739.00
Hon. Gregory Meeks ... 9/14 9/16  Canada 739.00 739.00
Raaed Haddad 9/14 9/16  Canada 739.00 739.00
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